
IMPERIAL COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Augu.~t I0, 2000

Mr. Stcve Rilchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC EIS;EIR

Dear Mr. Ritehie:

The Cal-!:ed propos,al to iake nearly 250.0(?0 acre.� of prime agriculture !and o,.:: of pre.J~,ction. ’,,~
up-root numerous farming Families and negatively impact numerous rural communitic~ is
umt¢ceptuble. A8rlculturc is an in’eplaccablc economic alld e~lviromnental resource tim!
provides numerous benefits to California citizens.

We knov+, Cal-Fed’s concern is supposed to be cnviromncmalty based, but the proposed solulion
is shortsighted. This proposal fails to deal with fl~c real problem - overlx~pulation and over
development of the coastal and near coastal metropolitan areas of San Francisco and surn,unding
towns. Unless serious steps arc lakel~ to control the impact of current devclopmcn! in the delta
area and unless additional restrictions arc placed tm new development in the delta are-a,
deterioration of the delta ecology will accelerate.

Instead the plan places most of the burden on farmers. Water in the rivers mxd reliable water
supply are two of the main issues, yet no new significant abovt: ground water .~loragc is prol.~sed
It., deal with drought years. This is a scriou.~ fla,+ in the proposal plan. Farmcxs and wihlli~+e will
both needlessly suffer in drought years fi’om thi.,; shortsightcd approach.

The brief comment period and the lack of’public hearings arc also of concern to ore" membet.x.
Cal-Fed is setting a dangerous precedence lhr all ol’the Catitbmia agriculture, not just
Cemral Valley.,+.

George Ray,
President

Cc: Governor Gray Davis Bill Pauli. Prcsident Calif. Farm Bureau Fed,
Senalor Dianne Feinstcin Judi Fit/gerahl, Calil: Farm Bureau Fed.
Senator Barbara Boxer Supervisor Wally I eimgruber
Co.~,:ssruan Duncan Hunter Supervisor Dean Shores
State Senator Dave Kelley Supervisor T, my Tirado
Assemblyma~l Jim Baltin Supervisor Tom Veysey
Supervisor Bill Cole
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